CHEMISTRY.

found in the philosophers stone, which not only con*,
verted baser metals to gold, but possessed also the
most sovereign virtue, was capable of curing all disea-
ses in an instant, and even of prolonging life to an inde*
finite length, and of conferring on the adepts the gift of
immortality on earth. This notion gradually gained
ground; and the word chemistry^ in consequence, at
length acquired a more extensive signification, and im-
plied net only the art of making gold, but the art also
of preparing the universal medicine *.

Just about the time that the first of these branches
was sinking into discredit, the second, and with it the
study of chemistry, acquired an unparalleled degree of
celebrity, and attracted the attention of all Europe*
This was owing to the appearance of Theophrastus
Paracelsus. This extraordinary man, who \vas born
in 1493, near Zurich in Switzerland, was, in the 34th
year of his age, after a number of whimsical adven-
tures, which had raised his reputation to a great height,
appointed t>y the rnagistrates of Basil to deliver lectures
in their city j and thus was the first public Professor of
chemistry in Europe. In two years he quarrelled with
the magistrates, and left the city ; and after running
through a complete career of absurdity and debauchery,
died at Salzburg in the 47th year of his age.

The character of this extraordinary man is univer-
sally known. That he was an impostor, and boasted

* The first man \vho formally applied chemistry to medicine was
Basil Valentine, who is said to have been born in 1394, and to have been
a Benedictine Monk at Eiford in Germany. His Currns triumplalh An*
timonii is the most famous of his treatises.    In it he celebrates the virtue*;
cjf antimonial medicines,'of which he was the original discoverer.